
Fernando Nido

Fernando Nido, a trilingual honor student with strong academic 
and service credentials graduated from St. Joseph’s Preparatory 
School on June 1, 2025 with a 3.8 GPA. During his tenure at 
St. Joseph’s Prep, he excelled in academics, athletics and music 
receiving numerous awards of  distinction as a member of  the 
volleyball team, lead bass guitar player for the school’s jazz, 
concert and liturgical bands, languages and academics. Fernando, 
a Schreyer Scholar will be attending Pennsylvania State University in the fall.  He will enroll 
under the Division of  Undergraduate Studies (DUS) which allows him the opportunity to explore 
different academic options for up to two years before choosing a major. Fernando is also the 
recipient of  a four year scholarship awarded in the amount of  $5,000 annually by the R.W. 
Sorrell Scholarship Fund. 

Fernando presents as a deeply committed, courteous and intellectually gifted young man, who has 
developed a sense of  compassion and empathy for marginalized and underserved communities.   
He credits his sense of  compassion to “the transition from the suburbs to the city of  Philadelphia 
for exposing him to the eye-opening and sobering living conditions of  underserved communities, 
and for motivating his dedication to meaningful work.” He has also been inspired by his school’s 
mission of  developing “men for and with others.” Throughout his four years at St. Joseph’s Prep, 
he researched, visited and volunteered in marginalized neighborhoods that included the troubled 
Kensington and Allegheny neighborhood where he spoke with social workers, picked up trash 
and observed human despair firsthand. The Romero Center Ministries in Camden, a school 
immersion trip also left an impression on him.  During this week-long  trip while living in humble 
accommodations, he experienced fasting, performed chores at the center and used his Spanish 
speaking skills to connect with the Latino neighborhoods. Beyond the projects mentioned above, 
Fernando’s ongoing service hours have been spent across several pantries and organizations that 
address food insecurity. Most notably he has volunteered many hours with Philly Restart, packing 
and handing out food to the homeless on the Ben Franklin Parkway. As a National Honor Society 
inductee, he also served as an Algebra, Physics and Spanish tutor to schoolmates.

Fernando aspires to build a rewarding yet fulfilling career that combines economics, supply chain 
management, and service work with his passion for languages, cultures, and global problem-
solving. “Whether through an administrative role or community volunteering, I hope to 
leverage my technical and language skills to create positive change. My service experiences have 
strengthened this goal and deepened my commitment to live by my high school’s mission of  being 
a ‘man for and with others.’ I’m convinced that my talents and work ethic will help me thrive in 
college and beyond.”  Congratulations Fernando! n


