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Kayla Banks closed the undergraduate chapter of  her 
educational journey on May 10, 2025 by graduating from 
Howard University, Summa Cum Laude with a 3.97 
GPA. During her tenure at Howard University, she was an 
eight time Dean’s List student, a Helen Rand Scholar, and 
a four-year R.W. Sorrell Scholarship recipient. Throughout 
her tenure at the University, Kayla found time to give back to her school community, as well 
as the broader community. Her passion for helping others is evident as you look at how she 
used her talent and leadership abilities to give back. 

When many students use their Spring Break to unwind from the demands of  the classroom 
and campus life, Kayla chose to spend her time volunteering in her school’s Alternative Spring 
Break Program. During her sophmore year, she volunteered in a classroom with students in 
Charleston, West Virginia, participating in an initiative that focused on education and poverty.  
During her junior year, Kayla was team leader for a group of  students who participated in 
a Youth Empowerment Initiative in Memphis, Tennessee, focusing on food insecurities.  No 
matter what activities she participated in, Kayla ascended to a position of  leadership.  

Listed are some of  Kayla’s extra curricula activities on and off-campus:  Studied abroad in 
Medellin and Cartagena Colombia; Underclassmen Liaison for the HU Philly Club; 2025 
Event Coordinator for Howard University’s School of  Education’s Teacher Education 
Program Ceremony and the Department of  Curriculum and Instruction Cultural Explosion; 
Quad Step Team Member (2022), Head Coach (2023),  Social Media Coordinator (2023) 
and Mama Bear (2024); Secretary for SisterSister; Building Bridges Participant; Howard 
Gospel Choir Member and Fundraising Committee Lead; Member of  Kappa Delta Pi 
International Honor Society in Education (Theta Alpha Chapter);  Student Teacher at 
Garfield Elementary School and Oyster-Adams Bilingual School. 

While Kayla has yet to solidify her future plans, she has been accepted into Columbia, 
George Mason and St. Joseph’s Universities graduate schools. In addition, she has received 
teaching position offers in Pennsylvania and in the Washington D.C. area. n




