Kaitlyn Gist

Kaitlyn Gist, is a West Philadelphia native who received a
four-year scholarship in the amount of $5,000 annually from
the RW Sorrell Scholarship Fund. Kaitlyn will enter Howard
University for the fall semester of 2025-2026 as a rising
freshman majoring in Health Science with aspirations of attending
medical school to become a physician. During her senior year,
at the Julia R. Masterman High School, Kaitlyn participated
in dual enrollment courses in Social Science and STEM with
the Community College of Philadelphia, where she studied subjects such as astronomy, cultural
anthropology, political science, chemistry, and more, achieving a 4.0 GPA from the Community
College of Philadelphia and a GPA of 4.3 in her AP and honors classes from Julia R Masterman
for all four years of high school.

Kaitlyn presents as a sophicated, mature, and confident young lady who states that community
service and giving back to others has been instilled in her by her family since elementary school.
The opportunity to give back always gave her a sense of accomplishment and left her with a feeling
that her efforts were bigger than her. Kaitlyn enjoys participating in multiple extracurricular
activities too, 1.e., senior leader of her school’s varsity tennis team, where she spent much of her time
coaching underclassmen to help them improve their tennis skills, participated in several certification
programs, becoming CPR certified, conducted research on food deserts in Philadelphia and the
impact it has on young Black girls. She later presented this research at a conference in Lancaster,
PA. Other leadership roles included serving as Vice President of her school’s African American
Cultural Committee, where she led fundraising efforts and launched a Black History Month
Showcase, organized a school-wide event featuring drum lines, step teams, poets, and involved
school district officials. In addition, Kaitlyn worked as a Writing Center Tutor, where she dedicated
time to helping students improve their writing skills. She assisted peers with research and guided
them in crafting structured, thoughtful essays.

Kaitlyn 1s particularly fond of her important work with St. Christopher’s Hospital for Children
where she helps to combat food insecurity. She volunteers her time maintaining a community
fridge and pantry at the hospital. Kaitlyn picks up groceries from nonprofit organizations and
supermarkets, delivering donated fresh produce to families in need. She ensures the fridge and
pantry are clean and often uses her love of cooking to create recipes using ingredients available
in the fridge. With her volunteer experience in cultural clubs, medical programs, and community
service, Kaitlyn intends to carry all the lessons learned and values developed with her to college
where she will prepare to enter the medical field as a healthcare professional. We wish Kaitlyn all

the best! ll



